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TRANSPORTATION SECTOR
Opportunity.us supports an efficient, diverse, and 
robust transportation network that facilitates 
minimized consumer and business costs and 
enables fuel choice. To achieve this, the government 
should focus on policies that encourage investment in 
infrastructure, engine technology, and fuel 
development and deployment.

Well-maintained transportation infrastructure with 
comprehensive geographic coverage lowers costs of 
doing business, streamlines supply chains, and 
connects markets domestically and internationally. An 
uptick in demand is encouraging major capital 
investments in domestic rail and seaport 
infrastructure, driven by private companies and 
localized priorities. Investment in roads has been 
slowly deteriorating.

Receipts to the Highway Trust Fund have been 
declining with increased vehicle efficiency, declining 
vehicle usage, and the rise of electric vehicles. 
Opportunity.us acknowledges that, though 
investment decisions are made at the local level, a 
robust Highway Trust Fund is necessary to maintain 
and upgrade road infrastructure. To boost receipts, 
Opportunity.us supports policies that would index 
the fuel tax to inflation and expand the collection 
base. As vehicles become more efficient and we move 
toward alternative fuels, the government will have to 
seek out creative ways to maintain the “user pays” 
principle for road construction and maintenance.

Efficient vehicles generate fuel cost savings, reduce 
emissions, and improve localized public health 

Energy is necessary for modern civilization to function 
and thrive. Today’s young professionals have never 
known a reality without the internet, smart phones, or 
television – we truly live in a world that is heavily 
reliant, if not wholly dependent, on reliable access to 
energy of all forms. Given the necessity of energy to 
modern life and our future prosperity, Opportunity.us 
supports a free-market driven, comprehensive 
energy policy for the United States. Any energy 
policy must aim to make the United States more 
energy self-sufficient, energy secure, and 
prosperous.

Energy diversity is an important part of our vision for 
America’s Energy Future. A recent national survey
commissioned by Citizens for Responsible Energy 
Solutions has shown that 88% of registered voters 
(80% of Republicans) agree that “it is in the best 
interest of the United States to diversify our energy 
sources to include renewable resources of energy like 
wind, solar, and hydro.” We believe that the “all of 
the above” approach to energy is not just a slogan, 
but an important component of a well-functioning 
energy system. We are “fuel agnostic” and do not 
favor one fuel source over another.

Furthermore, Opportunity.us believes that 
preservation of our natural environment should be 
a priority as we seek to exploit and economically 
leverage our domestic energy resources. While 
supply side energy is critical, it is also critical to 
support market-driven measures that enable 
demand-side energy management and energy 
efficiency in our vehicle fleets, commercial properties, 
government buildings, and homes.
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outcomes. Fleet wide efficiency has been improved by 
private investments related to historically high fuel 
prices through the last decade and fuel economy 
standards issued jointly by the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration and the Environmental 
Protection Agency. While Opportunity.us supports 
the aim of these efficiency policies, government 
policy should not prioritize vehicle efficiency 
improvements above an economically efficient 
transportation sector.

Even as concern about oil imports abates, there is 
clear strategic value in diversifying the fuel sources 
that drive our economy. Private sector investment has 
allowed heavy-duty trucks and new train engines to 
leverage low-cost domestic natural gas supplies as 
transportation fuel. Similar results will be harder to 
achieve in passenger vehicles, where refueling and 
vehicle purchase decisions are made on an individual 
basis. Opportunity.us supports broadbased 
government programs dedicated to identifying 
gasoline and diesel alternatives, especially 
programs focused on public-private research and 
development collaborations, regional fuel 
deployment zones, and vehicle technology 
research.

The tremendous economic benefits made possible 
due to technological innovation, especially with the 
natural gas boom, have transformed North America’s 
energy future. The International Energy Agency (IEA) 
predicts that the United States will surpass Russia and 
Saudi Arabia as the world’s top oil producer by 2015 
and will be close to energy self-sufficiency in the next 
two decades. With this energy game-changer, policies 
that help the United States safely expand its 
production of natural gas and oil will be critical as we 
work toward energy security. Opportunity.us 
supports policymakers that understand this link 
between enhanced production and energy 
security.

Opportunity.us supports policymakers who believe 
environmental federalism is key to effective 
regulation of the oil and gas industry. Regulations 
developed by state governments, along with 

industry-wide standards, are more effective given the 
variety of demographic, geological, and ecological 
realities within the states. Many states have led the 
way in developing regulations that are 
environmentally sound and economically sensible 
including Texas, North Dakota, Ohio and Pennsylvania. 
For instance, creative partnerships between state 
governments, the non-profit sector, and industry can 
reduce methane flaring and yield both environmental 
and economic benefits. Opportunity.us also 
supports legislators who are committed to the 
development of infrastructure which includes 
pipelines, such as the Keystone XL Pipeline, and 
dozens of other critical energy infrastructure 
projects that will lower transportation emissions 
and improve efficiency of supply delivery.

ELECTRICITY SECTOR
As daily life and commerce become more 
electricity-dependent, renewed growth and prosperity 
in America depends on achieving a clean, resilient, 
secure, and diverse electricity sector. As the power grid 
approaches its centennial, Opportunity.us believes 
it’s time for renewed leadership to upgrade 
electricity infrastructure and buildout capacity in 
order to support a wide range of fuels, enable 
consumer choice, and harness free enterprise 
through market pricing and competition.

MARKET-BASED INNOVATION
Current government policy uses heavy-handed 
regulation and inefficient tax policy to haphazardly 
promote a cleaner electricity system. Opportunity.us 
believes that accountable free enterprise -- instead of 
centralized regulations and targeted subsidies -- holds 
the greatest potential to drive growth and deliver a 
lower carbon, less polluting, more efficient electricity 
future that will attract businesses, promote innovtion, 
and keep consumer costs low. The reason America’s 
greenhouse gas emissions are below 1994 levels is not 
government regulation or subsidies; natural-gas-fired 
electricity has reduced 38-times more greenhouse gas 
(GHG) pollution than renewables, while
simultaneously creating more favorable market 
conditions for intermittent sources. The shale gas 
revolution was fomented by government-funded 



applied energy research, private-sector innovation, 
and a strong price signal. Market forces work.

State-level policies are already promoting 
market-based power sector changes and allowing 
consumers to become their own power providers with 
distributed generation. Opportunity.us supports 
policies that reduce burdens on innovation, 
promote fair competition, market pricing, 
consumer choice, and internalize the risks of 
climate change and pollution.

The modern grid will go beyond its traditional role of 
transmitting electricity from large, localized power 
plants to distant consumers. It will transmit 
information on energy usage, availability, price, 
outages, and balance the national electricity load. 
Opportunity.us believes that this information should 
also be used to help consumers observe and manage 
their electricity use, participate in savings afforded by 
time-variant rate plans, and better understand often 
obscure electricity pricing. The information 
transmitted across the modern grid can also help 
integrate distributed sources of power. 
Opportunity.us supports a well-designed 
governance and information exchange architecture 
that lowers grid access costs for distributed 
generation and other innovations. At a larger level, 
such a structure could permit the integration of local 
microgrids, enabling deployment of community-level 
modular energy investments.

GRID RELIABILITY AND SECURITY
America requires a stronger, more resilient, more 
interconnected power grid in order to reduce the risk 
of prolonged blackouts, improve the conveyance of 
electricity across the grid, and ease market access for 
new sources of power. Opportunity.us supports 
federal policies to help promote this vision of a 
robust grid, especially stronger physical 
interconnection of regional grids across the United 
States, infrastructure redundancies at the local 
level, and information sharing frameworks to help 
power providers identify vulnerabilities and 
effective best practices.

Opportunity.us believes that cyber threats to the 
grid demand a strong, well-defined role for 
government. Utilities are building capacity to address 
this suite of nontraditional risks, but government can 
and should fill gaps, particularly by monitoring 
system-wide vulnerabilities, improving real-time 
distribution of threat information, and facilitating the 
partnerships that will identify best practices and 
advanced technologies.

Opportunity.us believes that fuel diversity is a 
necessary component of long-term grid security. 
Even as more sources of renewable power are coming 
on-line, several trends are creating grid risk: An 
ambitious federal regulatory agenda is forcing rapid 
retirements among older coal-fired facilities; cheap 
natural gas dominates new construction; investment 
in wind is declining; new nuclear facilities have trouble 
attracting capital; and, intermittent sources of 
renewable power, like wind and solar, require 
presently unavailable advanced storage technologies. 
All these trends are contributing to a future 
characterized by single fuel dominance, price 
vulnerabilities, and high costs of entry for new sources 
of power. Opportunity.us supports policies that 
promote fuel diversity and grid stability, especially 
those that enable technology innovation.

NEW TECHNOLOGIES
A low-carbon, low-cost future for electricity requires 
healthy investment in new technologies today. 
Taxpayers are perhaps most familiar with wasteful 
commercialization assistance like 
poorly-administrated loan guarantees for companies 
that go bankrupt. When these sources of government 
support dry up, sometimes the industries they
support have difficulty maintaining solvency. Instead, 
Opportunity.us supports leaders who seek out 
creative ways to help innovators do the research, 
development, and deployment necessary to create 
marketable, effective, and financially viable 
technologies. This includes robust public funding and 
coordination for applied energy research and 
development, and well-designed support 
mechanisms for early-stage demonstrations. Across
technologies, this support will look different, requiring 
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a disciplined and well-informed Department of 
Energy. For example, large nuclear power installations 
require help attracting capital, while natural-gas 
powered cars require regional deployment zones to 
identify obstacles to commercialization and wider 
acceptance. The government should never provide 
life-support to technologies that do not pass muster 
when tested in the market.

ENERGY EFFICIENCY
Opportunity.us recognizes both the short term and long 
term value of an energy efficient building stock. Policies 
that encourage energy efficiency in buildings can 
stimulate job creation, generate energy savings for 
ratepayers/taxpayers, as well as benefit the 
environment and public health. Opportunity.us 
supports a market-based public policy for the 
expansion and growth of the building efficiency 
markets in the private and public sector. This 
includes energy efficiency for new construction 
projects as well as existing building retrofit projects.
Opportunity.us supports public policy that encourages 
energy service contractors, engineers, architects, 
consultants, building owners, and developers to 
incorporate energy efficiency into their modeling and 
subsequent project implementation. Public policy 
that nurtures the expansion and deployment of 
off-the-shelf technologies that enhance a building’s 
energy and water performance is critical for the 
continuation of private sector building efficiency. A 
growing demand for energy efficient project 
implementation in the public sector is also a welcome 
development. Given the volume of buildings that 
federal, state, and local governments own, this could 
make a significant contribution to energy efficiency 
goals.

Opportunity.us also supports policies that 
empower the states to develop and execute their 
own energy efficiency plans. This is largely 
predicated on a public-private partnership model 
whereby private industry collaborates with state and 
local governments with the goal of reducing the 
government’s consumption costs for energy, water, 
and operations and maintenance (O&M).

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?
The energy landscape is shifting more quickly than 
many analysts predicted only a decade ago. Instead of 
liquefied natural gas (LNG) import facilities and “peak” 
oil, the United States is in the middle of an oil and gas 
production renaissance. Some renewable 
technologies are quickly approaching grid parity while 
new nuclear reactor models could help the United 
States provide carbon-free, low-cost power 
generation. Many of these developments are the result 
of decades of investments by the private, and public, 
sectors. It is also important to remember that
the deployment of some technologies has been 
dependent on regulatory structures and mandates. As 
we move forward toward America’s new energy future, 
we would argue that the time has come for significant 
changes to the status-quo. All of us, whether we are 
energy consumers or producers, will have an 
important role in shaping the new energy economy.

1Some of these public-private partnership models include, but are 
not limited to the following; Energy Savings Performance Contracts 
(ESPCs), Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE), and 
On-Bill-Repayment (OBR). The aforementioned models all leverage 
private dollars, involve public-private sector collaboration, and 
create environments that promote and generate energy savings.
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